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SALLUST’S VIEW
OF HUMAN NATURE

GRAMMAR ASSUMED:

Deponent Verbs; Ablative
with Special Deponenis

WHEELOCK: CHAPTER 34

The Roman historian Sallust, in the preface to his monograph on-the
Catilinarian conspiracy, outlines the faculties possessed by human beings
that make them superior to beasts.

Omnés homings[qui cupiunt praestare céteris animalibus
summa op¢]niti débent, né vitam silentid transeant veluti
pecora, quae natiira finxit prona atque ventri oboedientia.
Sed nostra omnis vis in animd et corpore sita est; animi
5 imperid, corporis servitid Gtimur; alterum ndbis cum dis,
alterum cum béluis commine est. Mihi réctius vidétur
gloriam quaerere ingenii quam virium opibus et, qgoniam
vita ipsa qua fruimur lzrevis est, memoriam rostri quam
maximé longam efficere. Nam divitiarum et férmgf gloria
10 fliixa atque fragilis est; virtiis clara aeternaque habeétur.
Sed multi mortales, déditi ventri atque somnd, indocti
inculfique vitam sicuti peregrinantes égérunt; quibus pro-
fectd contrd matiiram corpus voluptati, anima onerl fuit.
Eorum ego vitam mortemque ilixta aestimd quoniam dé
15 utraque silétur. Sed is déemum mihi vivere atque frq]i anima
vidétur, qui aliqud negdtic intentus praeclar facinoris aut
artis bonae famam quaerit.
—adapted from Sallust, War with Catiline 1-2
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VOCABULARY:

nitor, niti, nisus sum: to strive, make an effort %
trinsed, -Ire, -ii, -itus: to pass through

veluti (adverb): just as, just like

pecus, -oris, n.: cattle, herd

fingd, -ere, finxi, fictus: to form, fashion, make
prénus, -a, -um: bent forward {i.ex not erect)
venter, -tris, m.: stomach, belly

oboediéns, -entis: obedient (+ dative)

situs, -a, -um: situated, placed, located

servitium, -ii, n..; service, servitude 5
alterum ... alterum: i.e. animus and corpus

bélua, -ae, f.: beast

réctus, -a, -um: straight, right, proper

quaerere ... et ... efficere: both infinitives depend on videtur

ingenii ... virium: both genitives depend on opibus (ablative of
means) ,

fruor, frui, friictus sum (+ ablative): to enjoy
quam maximeé longam = quam longissimam
effici0, -ere, -feci, -fectus: to bring about, achieve

A

fitixus, -a, -um: flowing, changeable 10
fragilis, -e: fragile, perishable '

aeternus, -a, -um: eternal, imperishable

déditus, -a, -um: addicted to, given over to

indoctus, -a, -um: uneducated, ignorant

incultus, -a, -um: unsophisﬁcated, not cultured

sicut (adverb): just as, just like

peregrinor (1): to travel around, sojourn

profectd (adverb): assuredly

voluptati fuit: served as a source of pleasure (dative of purpose)
onus, -neris, n.: burden (oneri = dative of purpose)

iixta (adverb): near, close, i.e. similar

aestimd (1): to judge, estimate, consider

uterque, utraque, utrumque: each (of two), either one 15
siletur: it's kept silent, nothing’s said

démum (adverb): at last, finally (at end of argument)

negotium, -ii, n.: business, occupation

intentus, -a, -um: intent on (+ ablative)
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